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HANNIBAL'S PLANS.

quarters at Metapontum before the new consuls were afoot,
moved through Lucania to Apulia, where he went as far up
as Larinum, near the Tif ernus. This was unquestionably in
the hope that Hasdrubal would very early seek to push south
to join him; or in the expectation that if he did not find
HasdrubaPs army he would procure news of it on which he
could himself act to advantage. He did hear news, but to
his great disappointment it was that Hasdrubal was besieging
Placentia, instead of marching immediately south to a junc-
tion with him. And as he foresaw the danger he was run-
ning of being hemmed in away from his base by the numerous
Roman armies then changing stations to correspond with the
lots drawn by the consuls ; as he desired to understand Has-
drubal's plans before undertaking any serious march; and as
the south coast was a necessary future base for both armies,
which he must protect at all hazards, he moved back to south-
ern Lucania. If Hannibal had any understanding with Has-
drubal, it could be but a very partial one; and to advance
towards him without definite knowledge of his whereabouts
was to risk the loss of the campaign as well as of his base.
He had but one army. The Eomans understood and acted
on this fact. Hannibal's evident programme was to keep
quiet and preserve his forces from injury until he could com-
municate with Hasdrubal, and then, in cooperation with him,
deliver one hearty blow.

It was on his march back, just as he was leaving the terri-
tory of Larinum, that, according to Livy, C. Hostilius, who,
before the consul Nero had joined the army, was marching
northward from Tarentum to meet his chief, ran across Han-
nibal on the march, and cut out from his column four thou-
sand men and nine ensigns. This is another of the actions
which are so imperfectly described that nothing can be stated
but the bald fact, and this subject to doubt If it is as  As in a number of cases, so here the location of the battle*It was a far greater risk than to face the Koman fleet in
